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Billboards and assessmentsBillboards and assessments
1911 -

 
Wisconsin Highway Commission

1947 -
 

Wisconsin §84.103 Silent Cross Memorial 
1958 -

 
Federal “Bonus Act”

1959 -
 

Wisconsin §84.30
 

REGULATION OF OUTDOOR ADVERTISING
1965 -

 
Federal Highway Beautification Act

1972 -
 

Wisconsin §84.30 REGULATION OF OUTDOOR ADVERTISING

Trans 201 CONTROL OF OUTDOOR ADVERTISING ALONG AND 
VISIBLE FROM HIGHWAYS ON THE INTERSTATE AND 
FEDERAL−AID PRIMARY SYSTEMS
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Billboards and assessmentsBillboards and assessments
§84.30 and Trans 201 Definitions:

Crime Stoppers sign
Directional sign 
Nonconforming sign
Official sign
Off‐premises sign or Off‐property sign (aka Billboard)
On‐premises sign or On‐property sign
Service club and religious notices
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Billboards and assessmentsBillboards and assessments
CSW estimates are there are some 15‐18,000 billboards

 
across the 

 State, including:

4‐5,000 conforming billboards (most erected since 1972)

8‐10,000 non‐conforming billboards (about 50‐60% erected since 1972)
1,500‐2,500 illegal billboards (billboards erected w/o a permit)

1,500‐2,500 abandoned or discontinued billboards (mostly along 2 

 lane highways, roads and streets)

WisDOT regulates only

 

about 1/3 of the billboards in the State!
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What IS a billboard?
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Is this a billboard?
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Billboards and assessmentsBillboards and assessments

What is the value of 
a billboard?
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Billboards and assessmentsBillboards and assessments
Determine the classification of the sign:

On property sign
Off property sign (billboard)
Directional sign
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Billboards and assessmentsBillboards and assessments
Determine if the billboard or directional sign 

 generates income:

Many billboards are rented
Some directional signs are rented
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Scenic IssuesScenic Issues

Billboard leases restrict redevelopment
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Billboards and assessmentsBillboards and assessments
MARQUETTE INTERCHANGE

The cost just to *move* 3 of the billboards was as follows:

"Petite Point"

 
‐

 
(ID 1060‐05‐20 Parcel 24)

 
$397,300.00

"Rose Realty"

 
‐

 
(ID 1060‐05‐20 Parcel 26)

 
$ 95,600.00

"Allied Glove

 
( " " " " " 27)                  

 
$619,394.21

‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐
Total

 
$1,112,294.21
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Scenic IssuesScenic Issues

Billboard leases restrict redevelopment
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and cost property owners and 

 taxpayers big bucks!

Scenic IssuesScenic Issues
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Billboards and assessmentsBillboards and assessments
OUR POSITION

Equity and fairness:

If a billboard is worth X when “taken”

 
for highway construction, 

 then that should be the value for assessments

If a billboard is assessed at Y, then that should be the value when 

 “taken”

 
for highway construction
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